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abuse liability — 0000

The propensity of a particular psychoactive substance to be susceptible to abuse, defined in terms
of the relative probability that use of the substance will result in social, psychological, or physical
problems for an individual or for society. Under international drug control treaties (see
conventions, international drug) WHO is responsible for determining the abuse liability and
dependence potential, as distinct from therapeutic usefulness, of controlled substances.
See also: abuse; dependence potential; harmful use
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1)
WHO (1994), Lexicon of alcohol and drug terms. Geneva: World Health Organization -»Lexicon of
alcohol and drug terms (WHO)
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