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alcohol-sensitizingdrug — 00000000

A therapeutic agent prescribed to assist maintenance of abstinence from alcohol by producing
unpleasant side-effects if alcohol is taken. Compounds currently in use inhibit aldehyde
dehydrogenase, the enzyme that catalyses oxidation of acetaldehyde. The consequent
accumulation of acetaldehyde causes a syndrome of facial flushing, nausea and vomiting,
palpitations, and dizziness. Examples of alcohol-sensitizing drugs include disulfiram (Antabuse)
and calcium carbamide.
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